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Foundation for the Welfare of the Crippled under the Royal Patronage of H.RH. The Princess Mother

In 1952 Poliomyelitis epidemic hit Bangkok at a time when little Knowledge is known
about the disease, especially among the poorer, ill-informed families. At the advice of Miss
Eileen Davidson, advisor to the U.N. Social Welfare, a group of men and women under the
chairmanship of Princess Prem founded the “Foundation” in 1954. With great determination
and patience, Princess Prem was able to get the majority of the children to the hospital either
for an operation or physical therapy. The Foundation with Princess Prem as President worked
together with the Siriraj Hospital Faculty of Medicine in building the “Sri-Sangwan” block for
orthopedics and the Foundation building was equipped as a workshop for the production of
artificial limbs, physiotherapy, and occupational therapy. A second workshop was to follow at
Lert Sin Hospital with the cooperation of the United Nations, the World labor Union and the

Veterinarians Social Welfare Organization.

With the aid of the Save the Children Fund Organization of Canada, which donated
B 5,000,000, and the cooperation of the Ministry of Public Health and Bangkok Municipality,

Princess Prem was able to launch the first anti-polio vaccination campaign in Thailand.



