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Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra
The World's Eminent Person in 2015
and Mass Media

Part 1

Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra was the editor (first Thai woman) of “The
Standard”, the first English weekly newspaper in Thailand. Throughout the 21 years, this
newspaper, established by Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra and her husband after the end
of World War Il in 1947, was aimed at making Thailand known to other countries by publicizing
local news stories and Thai culture to enable them to have a correct understanding about
Thailand. “The Standard” was widely accepted by Thai and foreign readers as a quality

newspaper at the national level.

Although the initial capital for this newspaper was only one baht eighty satangs (1.80
baht), Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra and her husband, H.H. Prince Prem Purachatra,
together with Mrs. Chamchit Laohavattana, managed to keep the newspaper published
constantly by using their credit to purchase paper necessary for printing, asking for a six
months’ advance from all advertisements and, after one week of issuance, spending some of
the money to purchase a six months’ supply of material for future use and putting aside a sum
to pay for the printing costs of the next six months. By this means, they could run the
business for more than 20 years. The printing house was located at Naruemon Palace, Rama 5

Road.

“The Standard” was soon followed by “The Standard for Youth”, a weekly newspaper
for youth, with an aim of stimulating younger generations to read more and more to seek
knowledge and encouraging them to become writers by putting in print their stories and
experiences.  The newspaper contained general knowledge, the English language, and

entertainment sections. Youths who were good at drawing cartoons were hired as illustrators.

Next page...
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Therefore, Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra could be said to be the first person
who produced young writers that expressed their thoughts and feelings through literature and
creative writings. Moreover, she was also the first person that raised a fund for youths from
upcountry to travel to Bangkok on study tours and to meet with important government

officials. Later the government took over this project.

Other books of which Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra was editor were the Junior

Red Cross Journal and a book for women called “Raewadi”.

The next part will describe how the Standard newspaper was granted for the first time
to print photos taken by His Majesty the King himself in the newspaper and sent those photos

to other newspapers.
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