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Biography (Childhood - Marriage)

Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra, born on June 7th, 1915, was the eldest
daughter of Lieutenant General Phra Sarasasana Palakhandh and Madame Swasdi Assavanonth.
She had one elder brother, Captain Somwang Sarasas, and three younger sisters, Mrs.Jaritras
Sarasas, Mrs.Sophin Assavakiat, and Mrs.Salao Scott. She attended elementary school at Jane
Hays Memorial School in Bangkok. Her secondary education was at boarding school, Wattana
Wittaya Academy, and she graduated from high school there. Princess Ngarmchit then furthered
her study in France, majoring in Pharmacy, as her father served at the Royal Thai embassy in
Paris. She also was given training for a year. In 1939 when World War Il started, she returned to
Thailand, and at the age of 25, she married H.H. Prince Prem Purachatra, the son of His Royal
Highness Prince Purachatra Jayakara, the Prince of Kamphaengphet, or Phra Chao Boromwongse
Ther Phra Ong Chao Purachatra Jayakara Kromma Phra Kamphaengphet Akarayothin and Her
Royal Highness Princess Praphavasitnarumon on the 22nd of January 1940 at Narumol Palace

Phraram 5 Road. They had one adopted son, the late M.L. Thirachatra Purachatra.

While she was studying at Sorbonne University, the most memorable event in her life
happened. In 1933, Thai students in England organized an Annual Meeting at the Samakkee
(Harmony) Association. The play “Love Trap” was presented by the Thai students who joined
the meeting. The playwright was a Thai prince who was highly gifted in literature. He was then
studying at Oxford. Through this function, the special bonds and respect between the young
actress and the young director were developed into true love. Needless to say, the director of
the play was H.H. Prince Prem Purachatra and the young actress was Miss Ngarmchit Sarasas, no

less, who later became “Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra.”

After their graduation, they returned to Thailand in 1939, and their relationship
continued to grow until finally in 1940 the Royal Wedding of H.H. Prince Prem Purachatra to
Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatram took place on the 22nd of January. After the wedding,
the Indochina War broke out, H.H. Prince Prem made a statement that “As a human being,
one’s duty is to help society as best as possible.” The remark was the starting point for all her
social activities and projects. When the Thai Red Cross Society needed a volunteer, she decided
to help and following that she participated in other social welfare and public services with the
support of Prince Prem. All the activities of Princess Ngarmchit were mainly conducted under

the advice and guidance of H.H. Prince Prem with his wisdom and experience.



