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Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra
The World's Eminent Person in 2015
and
Ruamchit Normklao Foundation (for Children and Youth)

under the Queen's Patronage

PART 1

After the royal cremation of His Highness Prince Prem Purachatra in August 1981, the
Government and private organizations were preparing Rattanakosin 200 Years Celebration in
1982. Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra was invited by the government to be Advisor to
the Public Relations Committee for this celebration. The committee felt that all projects in
relation to this celebration were exhibitions, carnivals, and antique repairs only. Permanent
projects or projects of human resource development in education which would affect the

nation's social and economic development in the future did not appear in this celebration.

Princess Prem realized the importance of education and the significant power of children to
the nation. She persevered, pioneered and, all through her life, continuously supported the
works in these two areas for both normal children and children with disabilities. At that time,
although many organizations, foundations, and individuals had given contributions and
scholarships to needy children, 60% of children youth still could not further their studies in
compulsory education, which caused many social problems i.e. mingling, drug addiction, being

lured into wrongful life, or even criminals.

Therefore, to help needy children to further their education to earn an honest living and to
prevent them from committing a crime or juvenile delinquency, Princess Prem invited ten
prominent organizations to cooperate in making this objective possible i.e. National Council on
Social Welfare of Thailand, The National Council of Women of Thailand, The National Council
of Young Buddhist Association, The National Scouts Organization of Thailand, The Congress of
Parent and Teacher of Thailand, The Buddhist Association of Thailand, The League of
Foundations of Thailand, The Teacher Council of Thailand, The Village Scouts Operation Center
and The Bangkok Luksua Chaoban (Village Scouts) Club. All organizations had the resolution

to establish a permanent project called "Normklao Peua Yaowachon". The then government

Next page...
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administrated by Gen. Prem Tinsulanonda granted this project as one of the Rattanakosin 200
Years Celebration projects and assigned the subcommittee and governmental organizations to
cooperate with this project. The Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Interior were also

assigned to be the key in pursuing further relevant matters

Later on, Normklao Peua Yaowachon Project was established to be "Ruamchit
Normklao Foundation (for Children and Youth) by the advice of the Interior Permanent
Secretary. Princess Prem was not listed in the Founding Committee which was comprised of
Chairman and representatives from ten organizations only. She was pleased to be just a
"Temporary Coordinator." HRH Princess Galyani Vadhana, the Princess of Naradhiwas was
invited to be the Founding Chairman. After the appointment of the foundation's committees,
Princess Prem accepted to be Chairman of the Executive Board and invited Prof.Dr.Kaw
Swasdipanich, former Education Minister to be Chairman of the Board of Directors. Later on,
HRH Princess Sudasiri Sobha and HRH Princess Vimalachatra chaired both Board of Directors and

Executive Board respectively.

At present, HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn is the Chairman of the Advisory
Board while HRH Princess Somsawali chaired the Board of Directors.

The next part will present to you the intention of Princess Prem, the World’s
Eminent Person in 2015, in establishing Ruamchit Normklao Foundation (for children and
youth). This foundation has operated continuously in development for needy children for

more than 30 years.
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