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International Handicraft Exhibition
and
International Rural People Conference

under the Royal Patronage of their Majesties the King and the Queen of Thailand
(CONEX 81 - International Handicraft Conference and Exhibition)

Part 5 Final Part

The final part of the International Handicraft Exhibition and International Rural
People Conference, abbreviated as CONEX 81 - International Handicraft Conference and
Exhibition, that Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra initiated and the Thai Government hosted
when she officiated in the position of President of the International Council of Women and the
Vice Chairperson of Private Organizations in B.E. 2524 or over the 30 years. She could organize
successfully and create a positive effect on all participants from 88 countries, including Thai
people. This achievement was due to the following reasons:

Firstly, the International Handicraft Exhibition and International Rural People
Conference were under the Royal Patronage of their Majesties the King and the Queen of
Thailand.

Next, the exhibition and conference were hosted by the Thai Government in
cooperation with other organizations in the World that were private entities, the United Nations
and its various fields for both Thailand and the international g¢overnments of developed
countries and developing countries, including the Women’s International Council, the
Foundation for Rural Development Coordinating Center, financial institutions, Thai Chamber of
Commerce, Industrial Business Organization, and Mass Communication Organization with
coordination of many different entities worldwide, especially for Thais who are the product
owners and therefore good symbols of cooperation to help every rural development
organization. For example,

Many different fields under the United Nations granted a budget of 7.5 million Thai
Baht.

The government of developed countries supported the expenditure of conference
participants from developing countries with 2 million Thai Baht.

Private organizations and many individuals helped with 13 million Thai Baht.

With the kind support of the exhibition and conference by Princess Prem
(Ngarmchit) Purachatra, she coordinated with these generous organizations.

Next page...
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The Thai Government could sell admission tickets to this exhibition and conference at
Suan Amphon for up to 20 million Thai Baht, which was considered one of the high revenues in
the last 30 years.

Lastly, Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra invited the female experts who were
honored for their work for the nation and who formed the Achievement Progress Committee
(APC), because every work performed was especially for the First Ever World Class Exhibition
and Conference. However, there were some obstacles at each step. The APC consisted of
Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra, Khunying Udomluck Sriyanon, Khunying Sukhon Chaloryu,
Khun Thanomijit Hutasing, Professor Suphap (Weerawan) Visetsurakarn, M.L. Anong Nilubon,
Khunying Malee P. Sanidwong, Khunying Chanthanee Santabutr, and Mrs. Somijit Sitthichai.

CONEX 81 was the creative work of the First Ever Exhibition and Conference in
Thailand to prove that Thai people could host this World Class Event since it was a close
cooperation between the government and all organizations worldwide to encourage the rural
people; support their competency, experience and indigenous intellects to successfully
improve their revenue. This exhibition and conference promoted a good relationship among
entities operating in rural development in Thailand. Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra
assured everybody that good relationship and cooperation was the most imperative element of
national development and security.

In B.E. 2558, UNESCO under the United Nations honored Princess Prem (Ngarmchit)
Purachatra as the World’s Eminent Person of the century. It is the unique honor of a leading

Thai lady that is present to people all over the World in this century.
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