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International Handicraft Exhibition
and
International Rural People Conference

under the Royal Patronage of their Majesties the King and the Queen of Thailand
(CONEX 81 - International Handicraft Conference and Exhibition)

Part 3

In B.E. 2558, Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra is recognized as the World's Eminent
Person of this century. She had served in the position of President of the International Council
of Women, she proposed that the Thai Government host the International Handicraft Exhibition
and International Rural People Conference under the Royal Patronage of their Majesties the
King and the Queen of Thailand, abbreviated as CONEX 81 - International Handicraft
Conference and Exhibition. She was the Vice Chairperson of the Private Organizations, and the
Chairperson was the Thai Industry Minister. These conferences were organized for 15 days from
6 February, B.E. 2524 to 20 February, B.E.2524. 88 counties participated. The activities were as
follows:

Activity 1 International Handicraft Exhibition organized at Suan Amphon and the Royal
Plaza. Labor-saving devices, equipment, and small machinery were for handicraft production
and farming. There was an opportunity for the producers to meet with the buyers and contact
for trading, market share problem-solving, and development of future handicraft products at
Ambassador Hotel, on Sukhumvit Road from 7 February, B.E. 2524 to 9 February, B.E. 2524.

Activity 2 International Handicrafts Contest. The contest was divided into 2 types of
creative handicrafts of useful arts and handiwork categorized as textile, wood, rattan, bamboo,
plant fiber, metal, soil, leather, and other different local raw materials.

Activity 3 International Rural People Conference between 9 February, B.E. 2524 to 16
February, B.E. 2524 at Sawang Khaniwas in Samut Prakan Province. There was a total of 65
countries at this conference. This was the First Ever Conference of both males and females,
including male and female youths from rural areas, who constituted the next generation to
continue and develop the country’s prosperity.
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The topic of this conference was “How to Generate Additional Income and Increase
People’s Quality Education.”

Activity 4 Management Level Meeting at the Ambassador Hotel between 16 February, B.E.
2524 to 20 February, B.E. 2524. Many diverse fields of United Nations management, some
government entity management, international private organization leaders, business people,
and media were invited to participate in the meeting together.

Activity 5 Local Technology Exhibition for Quality of Life and Family Financial Status at
Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) in Pathum Thani Province between 6 February 2524 to 20
February 2524.

In the next section, we will explain the details of different activities for CONEX 81 -
International Handicraft Conference and Exhibition, and the usefulness that participants

received, especially for rural people from 88 countries worldwide.
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