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International Handicraft Exhibition
and
International Rural People Conference

under the Royal Patronage of their Majesties the King and the Queen of Thailand
(CONEX 81 - International Handicraft Conference and Exhibition)

Part 1

Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra was honored by UNESCO of the United Nations
to be the World's Eminent Person of this century. In B.E. 2528, when she had tenured in the
position of President of the International Council of Women (B.E. 2522), and proposed that the
Thai Government host the International Handicraft Exhibition and International Rural People
Conference under the Royal Patronage of their Majesty the King and the Queen of Thailand,
abbreviated as CONEX 81 - International Handicraft Conference and Exhibition. The Ministry of
Industry in Thailand was responsible for the International Handicraft Conference and Exhibition,
and the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives was responsible for the World Rural People
Conference with the cooperation of the United Nations about handicrafts and special works to
increase their income. These conferences were organized from 6 February, B.E. 2524 to 20
February, B.E.2524 by the Thai Industry Minister as the Chairperson and Princess Prem
(Ngarmchit) Purachatra as the Vice-Chairperson of Private Organizations. 88 counties

participated.

\

What is CONEX 81?7

CONEX 81 - International Handicraft Conference and Exhibition is to educate and
provide Thai Cultural Learning and International Trade Promotion for International Cooperation.
The purpose is to generate income to increase the purchasing power of rural people and

present the lifestyle of rural people internationally.

Next page...



Reasons for Organizing the Conference

According to the results of many different research studies and from the experience of
volunteers who worked with rural people, it was found that the origin of poverty is due to
lack of education. At that time, Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra was the Distinguished
President of the International Council of Women (ICW) and the Foundation for Rural
Development Coordinating Center. She realized that it was appropriate to encourage rural
people, that they were significant for their economy, and they should have an opportunity to
express their opinion for the country’s development. At the same time, every party tried to
help them to increase their productivity and additional income by themselves. There were
almost one million people that had the purchasing power of industrial products.

Besides organizing the conference on a worldwide basis, the United Nations made an
agreement with various different locations in Buenos Aires, Argentina in 1978 to cooperate in
technology development.

In 1979 in Rome, Italy, and in 1980 in Copenhagen, Denmark, there was a consensus to
utilize the competency of rural human resources for economic and social development,
especially for women.

And, in 1979 Manila, Philippines, rural women worldwide proposed for the academic
financial capital problem and handicraft product market.

For further occasions, the purpose of different activities for CONEX 81 - International
Handicraft Conference and Exhibition will be explained later. And, the achievement of the
World Rural People Conference in the last 30 years was from the initiation of Princess Prem

(Ngarmchit) Purachatra, the World's Eminent Person of this century.
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