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Princess Ngarmchit Prem Purachatra
The World's Eminent Person in 2015
and National Women’s Council
under the Royal Patronage of H.M. the Queen

Episode 1

Princess Nearmchit Prem Purachatra, the World's Eminent Person in 2015 is one of the
key persons among the few who founded the National Council of Women. She called up
woman leaders from various organizations and associations to meet and discuss, and finally

form a center representing Thai women.

In 1955 Than Puying La-iad Pibulsongkram, wife of the Prime Minister, who was at that
time Head of the Division for Women in the National Council for Culture, decided that there
should be a National Council of Women as commonly seen internationally. The first few who
drafted the constitutional law for the council were Khun Nilawan Pintong, M.R. Sermsri

Kasemsri, Khunying Nantaka Suprapatananda, and Khunying Superb (Veeravan) Visessulakarn.

On 25th March 1956, 141 representatives from 78 women’s associations and
organizations met to discuss and rule the Council's constitution and, on 9th September 1956,

registered the body as the National Council of Women of Thailand.

Princess Ngarmchit Prem assumed the position of chair of the organization for a
temporary time, thus organizing a general meeting on 11th January 1959 in order to set things

rolling. The first director council was formed in May 1959.

As a member of the Cultural Women's Club, Princess Prem was elected President of
the National Council of Women for two successive sessions 1959 - 1967. During her 8 years
with the Council, Princess Prem did all that was in her power and ability to establish a strong
foundation for its progress and prosperity. She longed for it to be the center of unity all-round
for Thai women throughout the country. For this purpose, she made it clear in her speech

given at the first general meeting on 11th January 1959.

Next page...
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"The National Council of Women will act as the center in giving knowledgeable advice
and contributing classified experts to assist women’s associations and organizations in the field
of economics, welfare, and education It will be an input and output station of ideas and in

return transmit substantial results to council members.

Social works, big or small, though beneficial, are limited, when individually performed. In
order that any one association or organization to be recognized in the community welfare, they
have to be united as a stronghold through the Council and perform their social function jointly,

at least in ideas if not in actual work.

The Council has many specialized members in various fields and is free to give, solve

and accept ideas in all matters. Unity is force and we should work along this theme.

On this Election Day, | am very happy to see active interest among us, women, for which
| am most grateful. | hope the Council will have your full support in her achievements. We are
among the cream of Thai women who | am certain, are ready to work for the advancement of

our community, and the full growth of the Council.

The Council's early projects centered on Community Development and the Promotion
of Women’s Status. The key people working on this project were, Princess Prem, the president,
Khun Nilawan Pintong, executive director, and Khunying Superb ( Veeravan) Visissurakarn,

secretary-general.

As President of the National Council of Thai Women, Princess Prem subscribed and
obtained membership for the Council in the International Council for Women. On behalf of the
Council, she became an active member and internationally recognized, Throughout the 23
years she promoted and made known to the world, the status, and fame of Thai Women.
During that time Princess Prem held several important offices in the International Council of

Women, and in 1976-1979 held the honored office of the President.
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