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Princess Prem Purachatra Eminent Personality of the World
100" Birthday Anniversary
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UNESCO honours Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra
The World’s Eminent Personality in 2015

—x. : Executive Board 91EX32INF
! Hundred and ninety-first session 1> 16 April 2013
" N [ S E [l : y English and French
only

United Nations '

Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization

ltem 32 of the provisional agenda

PROPOSALS BY MEMBER STATES FOR THE CELEBRATION
OF ANNIVERSARIES IN 2014-2015 WITH WHICH UNESCO
COULD BE ASSOCIATED

SUMMARY

This document provides detailed information on proposals by Member

States for the celebration of anniversaries in 2014-2015 with which

UNESCO could be associated, as submitted for decision in document
191 EX/32.




191 EX/32.INF

MEMBER STATES’ REQUESTS DEEMED ADMISSIBLE BY THE
DIRECTOR-GENERAL

The Director-General considers that the requests listed in this document
meet the procedure and the criteria adopted by the Executive Board, and proposes
that UNESCO be associated with the celebration of these anniversaries, whose
descriptions appear hereafter:

191 EX/32.INF — page 15
84. 100th anniversary of the birth of Princess Prem (Ngarmchit)
Purachatra (1915-1983) (Thailand)

Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra was a grand daughter-in-law of
King Chulalongkorn (Rama V) who was the grandfather of King Bhumibol (Rama
IX). Princess Prem Purachatra had a notable impact on Thailand, particularly in
the communication and culture sectors, as well as contributing to overall societal
wellbeing. Her work to establish a leading English-language newspaper was an
important development in modern journalism in Thailand. On the regional and
global stage,she was an outstanding advocate for the role of women, serving as
president of the International Council of Women during 1976-1979 (the first and
only Thai woman, and the second Asian ever elected to the position). Some of
the institutions that she founded, continue to be partners in delivering UNESCO’
s work to this day, which demonstrates their relevance and importance. It would
be advantageous for UNESCO to associate with the anniversary and to endorse
a positive female role-model who has made positive contributions to her country
in general, and to some extent to the region.
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Face all situations, positive or negative, with a smile and a confidence that every cloud
has a silver lining. Think of others positively and focus only on their good intention.”
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Citation
Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra
The World’s Eminent Personality in 2015
By Gwang-Jo Kim, Director, UNESCO Bangkok
On June 7", 2015 At Vithes Samosorn Ministry of Foreign Affairs

On the occasion of the 100" anniversary of the birth of Princess Prem (Ngarmchit)
Purachatra, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
or UNESCO, presents this Citation in recognition of her legacy, which continues to
positively impact the lives of Thais, especially the disadvantaged and marginalized,
to this day.

UNESCO honors Princess Purachatra as an Eminent Personality of the
World in 2015 in recognition of her notable endeavors and the tremendous
contributions she made toward the betterment of Thai society. The scope of her works
was tremendous: Princess Purachatra was a dedicated scholar, a journalist driven by
ideals, and a well-known women’s rights leader at the national and international

levels.

In Thailand, the Princess was an outstanding advocate for girls’ and women’s
education. By championing female empowerment, she helped reshape the status
of Thai women, bringing society towards greater equality. In the international arena,
she was the only Thai and the second Asian to be elected president of the International
Council of Women, a role she held from 1976-1979.

Recognizing the importance of sharing knowledge, Princess Purachatra also
founded and devoted over 20 years of her life to serving as the editor of the weekly
English-language newspaper “The Standard”. Her unceasing devotion to this
pioneering effort, even in the face of serious challenges, helped advance modern

journalism in the Kingdom.

- & -



The Princess was a humanist and a philanthropist who founded and served as
an advisor for more than 20 charity organizations dedicated to improving the lives of
marginalized groups and promoting rural development and education for all learners
regardless of background, economic status, gender, or physical and mental conditions.
Her devotion of time and effort to these charitable efforts reflected one of the
principles that guided her life - that “true happiness comes from giving, especially
from making others happy”. In retrospect, her progressive outlook was actually an
early expression of the education for all vision that is at the heart of UNESCO’s

activities.

The Princess’s legacy and the mission evident throughout her life’s work
were also in line with UNESCO’s new vision of education “towards inclusive and
equitable quality education and lifelong learning for all” by 2030.

UNESCO hereby expresses how honored we are to participate in the

celebration of the 100" anniversary of the birth of one of Thailand’s most eminent

personalities, Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra.
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