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UNESCO honours Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra
The World’s Eminent Personality in 2015
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S 1 i Executive Board 191EX/32.INF
LU : Hundred and ninety-first session PARIS, 16 April 2013
United Nations . English and French only

Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

Item 32 of the provisional agenda

PROPOSALS BY MEMBER STATES FOR THE CELEBRATION OF ANNIVERSARIES IN
2014-2015 WITH WHICH UNESCO COULD BE ASSOCIATED

SUMMARY

This document provides detailed information on proposals by Member States for the celebration
of anniversaries in 2014-2015 with which UNESCO could be associated, as submitted for decision in
document 191 EX/32.

191 EX/32.INF
MEMBER STATES’ REQUESTS DEEMED ADMISSIBLE BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL

The Director-General considers that the requests listed in this document meet the procedure and the
criteria adopted by the Executive Board, and proposes that UNESCO be associated with the celebration
of these anniversaries, whose descriptions appear hereafter:

191 EX/32.INF - page 15
84. 100" anniversary of the birth of Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra (1915-1983) (Thailand)

Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra was a granddaughter-in-law of King Chulalongkorn (Rama V)
who was the grandfather of King Bhumibol (Rama IX). Princess Prem Purachatra had a notable impact
on Thailand, particularly in the communication and culture sectors, as well as contributing to overall
societal wellbeing. Her work to establish a leading English-language newspaper was an important
development in modern journalism in Thailand. On the regional and global stage, she was an outstanding
advocate for the role of women, serving as president of the International Council of Women during
1976-1979 (the first and only Thai woman, and the second Asian ever elected to the position). Some of
the institutions that she founded,continue to be partners in delivering UNESCO’s work to this day,
which demonstrates their relevance and importance. It would be advantageous for UNESCO to associate
with the anniversary and to endorse a positive female role-model who has made positive contributions
to her country in general, and to some extentto the region.
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Great Appreciation of Her Kindness

e S
= r‘Jr i

The Committee of Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra Memarial Foundation
and the Committee for Celebration of the 100 " Anniversary
of Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra, o “World ‘s Eminent Person”, in 2015
would like to express great appreciation of
Her fRoHal Uﬁg}mess Princess Soamsawali
for her kindness to the Foundation for nearly 30 years,
especially her acceptance of the invitation to preside over the 100 " birthday anniversary
celebration of the “World ‘s Eminent Person : Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra
in 2015 and her coming to preside over all the meetings,
the 100 * birthday anniversary event af the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
and the grand opening ceremony of the exhibition of Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) 's
biography and works at the “Banghok. Arts and Culture Centre.
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Programme
“The Celebration of the 100" Anniversary of the Birth of
Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra
as World®as Eminent Person honoured by UNESCO in 2015”
Sunday 7" June 2015, 1530 hrs.
Vithes Samosorn Hall, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

14.30 hrs. - Arrival of guests
1530 hrs. - Arrival of HRH Princess Soamsawali
1535 hrs. - Photo Session for Thai Members of Committee
1555 hrs. - HRH Princess Soamsawali enters Vithes Samosorn Hall
- Presentation of memorabilia in honour of Princess Prem
(Ngarmchit) Purachatra to HRH Princess Soamsawali
16.00 hrs. - UNESCO’s Citation to Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra
as World’s Eminent Person
16.05 hrs. - Report on the objectives of the Celebration
16.10 hrs. - VDO Presentation
16.17 hrs. - Performances
(1) Dance of Benediction by Dhurakij Pundit University’s students
(2) Traditional Thai Puppet (Joe Louis)
(3) Singing by visually impaired singers
16.50 hrs. - Presentation of souvenirs to benefactors
17.05 hrs. - Presentation of the “100" Anniversary of the Birth of
Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra as World Eminent Person
in 2015” Awards
17.20 hrs. - Launching Commemorative Stamps by HRH Princess Soamsawali
17.30 hrs. - Cocktail Reception
18.00 hrs. - End of Programme
- HRH Princess Soamsawali departs the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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Short Biography
Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra

(The 2™ Class Most lllustrious Order of Chula Chom Klao)

World’s Eminent Persons of the century in 2015

Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra is daughter of Lieutenant General
Phra Sarasas Palakhandh and Madame Swasdi Assavanonth. She was born on

June 7, 1915. She had one elder brother, and three younger sisters

Education

In 1932, she received high school education certificate from Wattana
College which equated with high school education in France. She then further
studied in Faculty of Pharmacy of Sorbonne University for three years and one
more year for internship in a pharmacy store. When the second World War II
outbroke in 1939, she returned to Thailand. Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) was able

to speak three languages: - English, French and Spanish.

Marriage

Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra married to His Highness Prince
Prem Purachatra , the son of His Royal Highness Prince Purachatra Jayakara, the
Prince of Kamphaengphet, or Phra Chao Boromwongse Ther Phra Ong Chao
Purachatra Jayakara Kromma Phra Kamphaengphet Akarayothin and Her Royal
Highness Princess Praphavasitnarumon in January 22, 1940. She had one adopted
son: M.L. Thirachatra Purachatra. Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra passed
away in October 18th, 1983 (68 years).

The Performance of Social Welfare and Public Services
All the goodness Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra initiated for 42
years of her long life aimed to promote Thai women status in democratic system

for the rural, national and international society.



Significant Functions of Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra are

as follows:-

In Thailand
1941

The Red Cross Volunteer -Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra
first social welfare voluntary work). From then on, she became
the committee member of and initiated various foundations,

associations, and non-profit organizations for the public benefits.

Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra founded or took part in set

up public organizations namely:-

1944

1945

1958

1959

1962

1965

1970

The founder of Foundation for the Welfare of the Crippled under
the Royal Patronage of Her Royal Higness Somdej Phra Sri
Nakarindra Baromraj Chonni”. ( HRH. The Princess Mother of
the King Rama IX)

The founder of Rotary Ann in Thailand and Chit Aree Lampang
school.

The National Council on Social Welfare of Thailand under the
Royal Patronage (She was Vice-Chairwoman of the founding
committee).

First Elected Chairwoman for The National Council of Women
of Thailand under the Royal Patronage of Her Majesty the Queen.
The founder of The Foundation for the Welfare of the Mentally
Retarded of Thailand under the Royal Patronage of Her Majesty
the Queen.

Chairwoman of Founding Committee of Siri Wattana Cheshire
Foundation under the Royal Patronage of Her Majesty the Queen.
Chairwoman of Founding Committee of SOS Children Foundation

of Thailand under the Royal Patronage of Her Majesty The Queen.



1979

1980

1981
1982

[_] Chairwoman of Founding Committee of The Foundation For
Rural Development Coordinating Center.

[JSE.A. Write Award committee member.

Association of persons with physical disability international under

the Royal Patronage.

Asean Handicraft Promotion and Development Association.

Ruamchit Norm Klao for Youth under the Royal Patronage of

Her Majesty The Queen. (She was the Initiator and the pioneering

founder, and also the first Chair-person of the Executive

Committee.

Some Activities in Organizing and conferencing

1957

1962-

1963

1967

Pioneered the Project to produce Orthosis and Prosthesis
at Siriraj Hospital.

Assisted set up the first Thai Physical Therapist Schools at
Siriraj Hospital.

Chairwomen to Organize International Day of People with
Disability for the first time.

Initiator of Polio Prevention Project (The first time in Thailand).

Activities in International Organization and Foreign Affairs

(among all other activities)

e Elected President of the International Council of Women (ICW)

between 1976-1979

At ICW’s 90" anniversary commemoration in 1978, Princess Prem
(Ngarmchit) Purachatra proposed to Food and Agriculture
Organization of the Uniteds Nations (FAO) to award Her Majesty
Queen Sirikit of Thailand Ceres Medal of the year 1979 which
was presented to Her Majesty at Chakri Maha Prasat Throne
Hall on May 11th, 1979



e Organizing The International Seminar of Leadership Training for
Rural Women in Socio-Economic Development at Manila,
Philippines in 1979.

e Organizing The International Handicraft Exhibition and
International Rural People Conference under the Royal Patronage
of their Majesties the King and the Queen of Thailand at Thailand
in 1981

e Board Member, International Fund of UNESCO 1983

Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra had been appointed to be the
representative of The Royal Thai Government to the meetings of both the
International and National Council of Women in their many international and
the United Nations Confereneces since 1957 in, Newyork (USA), Geneva
(Swiszerland), Rome (Italy), Copenhagen (Denmark) etc.

While active with the ICW, Princess Prem Purachatra was also a coordinator
of 28 organizations of different professions, religions and political systems. She
was an advisor to the UN, a representative of the Royal Thai Government and an
advisor to the Delegates of The Royal Thai Government in various UN conferences.

Princess Prem ‘s capabilities to work in the world forum such as
International Council of Women (ICW) has been admiringly recognized for her
being well informed of the situations and finding ways to solve women’s problems,
her works on women at international level, as well as her ability to smoothly
coordinate amongst nations despite of social, economic and political differences.

Princess Prem was also knowledgable and capable of establishing
international relationship and organizing many international conferences on women
development and rural development. The communication equipments and
applications in those days were not as advanced as these days. There were no
facsimile, cell phones, internet, websites, emails and LINE. In spite of limited
technologyand facilities provided in those days, Princess Prem always successfully
accomplished her scheduled tasks. Some conferences were joined by the

representatives from 88 countries.



Princess Prem was fluent in English French and Spanish, skillfully
administered many organizations and contributed many works recognized
internationally. Dame Miriam Dell, the then President of ICW, remarked that
Princess Prem was admired, loved and respected by all representatives from all
over the world because she always gave useful comments to help make works
easier and more productive as well as to help encourage people’s determination,
and that Dame Dell and ICW board members had learned so many things from
her. Dame Dell also said the fact that Princess Prem (Ngamchit) Purachatra

could sit in peoples hearts, she was named “The Most Brilliant Star of Siam”.

Activities in Mass Media

Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra was editor (first Thai woman) of
“The Standard”, the first English weekly newspaper in Thailand. Throughout the
21 years, this newspaper, established by Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra
and her husband after the end of World War II in 1947, was aimed at making
Thailand known to other countries by publicizing local news stories and Thai
culture to enable them to have a correct understanding about Thailand. “The
Standard” was widely accepted by Thai and foreign readers as a quality newspaper
at the national level.

“The Standard” was soon followed by “The Standard for Youth”, a weekly
newspaper for youth, with an aim of stimulating younger generations to read
more and more to seek knowledge and encouraging them to become writers by
putting in print their stories and experiences. The newspaper contained general
knowledge, the English language, and entertainment sections. Youths who were
good at drawing cartoons were hired as illustrators. Therefore, Princess Prem
(Ngarmchit) Purachatra could be said to be the first person who produced young
writers that expressed their thoughts and feelings through literature and creative
writings.

At that time, His Majesty The King, as the younger brother of the past
HM. King Ananda Mahidol Rama VIII was very fond of taking photograph. His

Highness Prince Prem Purachatra asked permission from HM. The King for



print of those photographs taken by HM The King in The Standard. Thus,
The Standard received HM. The King’s royal kindness extensively. When H.M.
The King was crowned the King of Thailand, H.M. The King asked what sorts
of photograph that Thai people wished to see. Then, HM. The King graciously
gave photographs. The Standard was highly honored to respond the H.M.
The King’s intention to distribute the photographs to other. Moreover by H.M.
The King Royal kindness, The Standard was graciously granted the photographs
of the important events from Bureau of the Royal Household until The Standard
closed. HR.H. Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn also revealed H.R.H. Princess
had ever read The Standard Youth issues.

World’s Eminent Persons of the century in 2015

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization -
UNESCO honors Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra as the World’s Eminent
Persons on the occasion of her Centennial Birth Anniversary in 2015 for her
notable dedication in social welfare, human resource development, community
development as well as in education and cultural sectors. This recognition has
brought great fame, happiness and honor to Thai women, Thai people and the

nation.
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Celebration of the 100" Birth Anniversary of

Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra

The World’s Eminent Person in 2015

In the light of the announcement of UNESCO to honor Princess Prem
(Ngarmchit) Purachatra to be a World Eminent Person on the occasion of her
Centennial Birth Anniversary in 2015, for her notable dedication in Public Welfare,
Human Resources Development as well as in Education and Cultural Sectors
that brought happiness and honor to Thailand and the Thai people. Thus, HRH
Princess Soamsawali has graciously accepted to preside over the Committee for
the celebration of the event.

Various activities will be organized as follows:

Organize Activities

1. Celebration Party on Sunday, 7" June 2015 at Ministry of Foreign
Affairs’ Hall to honor Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra, a World
Eminent Person on the occasion of her Centennial Birth Anniversary.

2. Exhibition on Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra’ s Life and
Her Remarkable Work at the Bangkok Arts and Cultural Hall

3. Exhibition on Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra’ remarkable
work in selected regional cities, namely, Khon Kaen, Chonburi,
Chiengmai, and Songkhla

4. Seminars on the theme of Princess Perm (Ngarmchit) Purchatra’
dedications to Public Welfare, Women, Rural Communities and

Educational Development.



10.

Ceremonies for the award of “the 100" Birth Anniversary of Princess
Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra as World Eminent Person in 2015”
to persons who should be honored for their outstanding work in
Education, Mass media, Cultural and Moral promotions and Social
and Quality of Life Development

Prepare VDOs and television programs to give honor to Princess
Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra.

Organize contests on article writing to commemorate Princess Prem
(Ngarmchit) Purachatra’s notable contributions

To publish a book in memory of the 100" Birth Anniversary of
Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra.

To issue commemorative stamps on the occasion of Princess Prem
(Ngarmchit) Purachatra to be a World Eminent Person on her
Centennial Birth Anniversary in 2015

To organize a Buddhist ceremony to further enhance her merits at

Ban Manang kasila, Larn Luang Road, Bangkok.
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Name List of Recipients Award and their works of the Centenial
Anniversary of Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra,
a World Eminent Person ‘s Award for those with remarkably
outstanding performance and works
in cultural and ethical promotion,
social and life quality development,

and education and mass communication
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List of Recipients Award and their works of
“the Centenial Anniversary of Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra,
a World Eminent Person ‘s Award”
for those with remarkably outstanding performance and works in cultural and
ethical promotion, social and life quality development, and education and

mass communication.

Cultural and Ethical Promotion

1.
Phra Brahmagunabhorn (P. A. Payutto) :
Abbot of Wat Nyanavesakavan, Sam Phran District ,

Nakhon Pathom Province

2.
Professor Rapee Sagarik :

President of Arsom Silp Institute of the Arts

3.
Mr. Chalermchai Kositpipat :
National Artist Visual Arts (painting) in 2011.

Social and Life Quality Development

1.
Pratham Singha Burajarn :
Abbot of Wat Ampawan \,
(Luang Por Jaran Thitathammo) Promburi District, Sing Buri Province

Advisory Council to the Third Regional Monk Dean



2.
Sr. Myriam de Ste Anne KITCHAROEN :

Former Superior General of the Sisters of St. Paul of Chartres

3.
Professor Emeritus Sunanta Polpathapee :
Part-time Lecturer, Department of

Otorhinolarygology, Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University

Education and Mass Communication

1.
Honorary Professor Dr. Suwilai Premsrirat :
Full-time lecturer in Linguistics Program,
Research Institute for Languages and

cultures of Asia, Mahidol University.

2.

Dr. Somkiat Onwimon :
Specialist in Mass Communication.
3.

Mr. Suthichai yoon :

Chairman of Board of Director, Nation Multimedia Group
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Name List and the articles of the Winners of Article Contest About
“Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra,

the eminent woman of the world on social development”
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Name List of The Winner of Article Contest About

“Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra, the eminent woman of

the world on social developmen”

High school education

1st Prize

2nd Prize

3rd Prize

Mr. Warramaeth Kosalwat
Grade 5 Triam Udom Suksa School
Pathumwan District Bangkok

Miss Theeraya Songtangtham
Grade 5  Wat Nuannoradit School

Pasejarearn Bangkok

Miss Daungdow Ngamrod
Grade 6  Matthayomwatsuttharam School
Khlong San Bangkok

Vocational training school

No winner



University Education
1st Prize Miss Kawintip Tippimanchai
Faculty of medicine First year
in siam university

Phasicharoen, Bangkok

2nd Prize ~ Mr. Atiwit Siengkiw
3rd years Thai (Language and Thai Literature) Program
Faculty of Humanities and Social Science
Bansomdejchaopraya Rajabhat University
Thonburi Bangkok

3rd Prize Mr. Attasit Panpunnung
Faculty of Medicine First year
in Siam University

Phasicharoen, Bangkok
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Some impressions By
PROF. HIS HIGHNESS PRINCE PREM PURACHATRA

"My wife Princess Prem (Ngarmchit) Purachatra is a compulsive worker.
She drives herself very hard, working from early moming until late at night,
nearly every day of the year. After a busy day at her desk,
planning writing and telephoning, almost her only relaxation
is to meet her friends and colleagues to discuss plans for future activities."



